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The new community asset and meeting space, the 
Multicultural Community Hub at the front of 
MSCCAõs office at 20 Parsons Street, was formally 
opened on April 13 by the NT Minister for Multi-
cultural Affairs, the Hon. Peter Styles MLA.  

 

Mr Styles, whose governmentõs support  enabled 
the creation and on-going use of the Hub, congrat-
ulated MCSCA on creating and maintaining the 
Hub as a vital and much-needed community 
space. He addressed an enthusiastic audience of 
around 100 people from many cultures and  

nations. 

Minister Peter 

Styles,  MCSCA  

Coordinator  

Marguerite Baptiste

-Rooke,  MCSCA 

Chairperson Mi-

chael Kanaan & 

Alice  

Springs  Town 

Councilõs Alderman 

Eli Melky  at the 

opening of the Hub. 
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Other noted attendees were Alice Springs Town Councillor Eli Melky, Diane Logan from  

Volunteering SA/NT, and Tina MacFarlane, the CLPõs candidate for the NT federal seat of  

Lingiari. Ethnic community leaders in attendance included:  Islamic Association, African  

Association, Indonesian Association, Chinese Community, Filipino Association, New  

Zimbabwean Apostolic Church Pastor Mary Manhiri, Roman Catholic Church Leader Father 

Jan Sweda. 

True to MSCCAõs tradition of hospitality and sharing food and fellowship, the event featured 

a delicious smorgasbord prepared by Christopher & Sebastien from Desert Chefs and Osmer -  

Filipino Chef.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As reported in a previous edition of this newsletter, it recently hosted a womenõs lunch for  

International Womenõs Day.  It is a comfortable and accessible venue with tea and coffee  

facilities. 

Guests at the Hub openingñ13th April 2013 

Use of the Hub is free to non-profit organisations; a hiring rate of $10 per hour is applicable to 

funded organisations.  Please call Criste on 89528776 for bookings and for key collection, if 

your meeting is on the weekend. 

See you all soon for a cuppa and a chat ð before getting down to business ð at the Hub! 

The Hub has been well-utilised and 

highly valued since it opened for 

business over three years ago.  It is a 

welcoming and vibrant space,  

featuring flags of many nations, and  

colourful decorations representative 

of many countries. 

 

Many ethnic, government and com-

munity groups, including the MCS-

CA Board of Management, use this 

space regularly for meetings and 

events.  
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More Photos of 
the   

Hub Opening 
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Celebrated òBig Day Out in Harmonyó 

20th April 2013 

 

 

 
A balmy autumn afternoon under the ancient river gum on the Alice Springs Town Council 
lawns set the scene for this yearõs very special Big Day Out in Harmony on April 20. 
 
More than 100 attended the event at its peak, with a solid number staying on into the evening to 
watch the inaugural Colourfest Multiculltural Short Films Festival, an initiative of the Alice 
Springs Town Council.  
 
The Alice Springs Town Council and Multicultural Community Services of Central Australia  
coordinated the event, providing the accessible and picturesque venue for this keynote multi-
cultural community event.  
 
Other Big Day Out in Harmony supporters and partners were radio station 8CCC FM and most 
of the ethnic organisations in Alice Springs.  
 

The afternoonõs program commenced with a Welcome to Country by native title holder  
Mrs Betty Pearce, the national anthem sung by Steven Rosales from the Filipino community and  
addresses by the Chief Minister, The Hon. Adam Giles MLA, and the Deputy Mayor, Mrs Liz 
Martin. They welcomed the audience, encouraged them to stay on, enjoy the afternoonõs enter-
tainment and thanked MCSCA for its continuous efforts to promote and enhance the  
concept of community harmony and productive relationships.  
 

Ethnic community leaders Mohammed Wakas, Michael Kanaan, George Tetteh, Miguel Ociones 
and Cathbert Mashonganyika spoke about their commitment to their new homeland and the 
importance of community acceptance and friendship.  
 

A colourful and varied program of song, dance and performance followed the formalities with 
the G Man-Gerry Lyon on the stage to help bring out the best.  The children were pleasantly oc-
cupied with free face-painting, hair braiding and free balloons.  The lawns were festooned in 
orange balloons, the thematic colour of Harmony Day.  The crowd was kept hydrated with free 
drinks supplied by the organisers and were able to purchase food from a variety of multicultur-
al food stalls.  
 
One of the performance highlights was the 12 member all-male South Sudanese Dance Group, 
who so delighted the crowd that the G Man called for an encore ð more than once!  Not only did 
they provide a visual spectacular, but their audio qualities were uniquely enhanced by strings 
of empty beverage cans tied to their shins!  
 
Another highlight was the multicultural costume parade, a crowd favourite.  Many countries 
were represented by individuals and family groups.  
 
Participating Multicultural groups were Indigenous, Australian, Filipinos, Ethiopians, Indians, 
Islamic Society, Cuban, Greeks, Sri Lankan, Kenyan, Ghanaian, Nigerian, Chinese, New Guine-
an, United Kingdom, and Sudanese.  
 
The event was proudly sponsored by the Northern Territory Government.  
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Big Day Out  

in Harmony  
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Hawaiin  Dance /Costume  


