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From the Acting Chairperson 

    Ciao everyone 

    Christmas is nearly upon us and of course 

    Christmas excitement is in the air for  

      families and the children.  MCSCA will be 

closing the office on the 23rd December 2009 and will resume 

(office) on the 11th January 2010. 

 

The exciting Christmas present for MCSCA is the acquisition of 

funding from Office of Multicultural Affairs to acquire the lease 

on the Old Health Food Shop.  This area is being turned into a 

community ñDrop-In-Havenò for the CALD community. 

 

The official grand opening will be in 2010 and everyone will be 

invited to come to join in the festivities.  However the commu-

nity space is already being used by the African community,  

Mabuhay Multicultural Association and by the staff for small 

functions. 

Buon Natale to Everyone and May your  

Christmas Blessings be many!!! 

 

Michele Castagna  

H A P P Y   H O L I D A Y S   



 
 

 

 

 
The settlement grant program is funded by Department of Im-
migration and Citizenship, the aim of SGP is to deliver services 
which assist eligible clients to become self reliant and partici-
pate equitably in Australian society as soon as possible after  
arrival.  
 
The program is focussed on providing services to permanent  
residents who have arrived in Australia in the last five years 
as: 
¶ Humanitarian entrants (refugees) 
¶ Family stream migrants with low English proficiency 
¶ Dependants of skilled migrants in rural and regional areas with low   
 English proficiency (permanent resident visas) 
¶ And also selected temporary residents (Prospective Marriage, Provisional 

Spouse, Provisional Interdependency visa holders and their dependants)  
 living in rural and regional areas who have arrived in the last five years and 
 who have low English proficiency. 
 
The SGP is funded to deliver the following service types: 
1. Orientation to AustraliaðPractical Assistance to Promote Selfðreliance 
2. Developing Communities 
3. Integration, inclusion and participation. 
 
This includes casework, referrals to mainstream, other services and  group infor-
mation sessions. 
Currently there are about 45 eligible SGP clients in Alice Springs.  The majority 
are humanitarian entrants from Sudan with less than five (5) years  in  
Australia. 
 
Unfortunately, MCSCA only received a small amount of funding this financial year 
2009 ï2010 to deliver only one(1) service type which is ñOrientation to  
AustraliaðPractical Assistance to Promote Self-relianceò 
 
From 1st July 2009 - 30th June 2010, MCSCA will only be providing services 1.5 
days a week.  The SGP Coordinator will be in the office on Monday from 9.30am-
5.30pm on Mondays & Thursdays from 1pm-5.30pm. It is very important to 
phone and put an appointment to be able to access the service. 
 
Please phone 08 8952 8776 on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday. 
 

Settlement Branch 

Settlement Grant Program 

Marguerite Baptiste-Rooke 

SGP Coordinator 
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Wonderful news for MCSCA and for the culturally and  
linguistically diverse community.   
MCSCA has received a special one off pilot project funding from 
the NT Government for one year to acquire a lease on the Old 
Health Food Shop (right next to the MCSCA office) to establish a 
community drop-in haven. 
 
The project funding are for rental on the lease and to 
cover the immediate service needs of case manage-
ment, referral, client visits/emotional support, communities in the southern 
region of the Northern Territory where it is not covered by DIAC funding. 
 
This is very exciting and will enable MCSCA to offer space for meetings of  
all cultural groups and small functions and to encourage multicultural get-together.  
The community drop-in haven will be available for mums when doing their shop-
ping, pay bills etc, encourage the CALD Senior group to visit for a cuppa and let 
MCSCA know what their needs are and so on. 
 
The community space will be used for information sessions, Susu Mama play-
group, youth activities and the reintroduction of the Intergenerational Seniors 
Group. 
 
The central location of the community space encourages more people to pop in 
and visit when doing their daily activities. 
 
A grand opening will be held in 2010 to celebrate the occasion. All old, new  
migrants & refugees will be invited. 
 

Office of Multicultural Affairs Branch  

Criste Evangelista 

Multicultural Community Coordinator 

 

Multicultural Playgroup  
MCSCA has received funding from FaHCSIA to continue the Susu Mama playgroup. 
Management is most appreciative of this financial support. 
MCSCA also would like to thank Ms Sonia Donnelly from the local office in Alice Springs 
for providing her professional support.  
 
All mothers to be, mothers with babies and young children are invited to join in the 
weekly get together, exchanging stories, information and having fun.  
Playgroup is on every Friday from 10.30 amð12.30pm at the Uniting Church Hall. 
Please contact Criste on 8952 8776 for further information.   
 

Susu Mama Group is sponsored by FaHCSIA.  



NT CARERS EVENT @ Olive Pink   

Botanic Gardens  
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(24th October 2009)  

NT CARERS WEEK:  Supporting Carers from Cultural and  

Linguistically Diverse Background. 
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MCSCA Program &  

Activities  

 
§ Migrant Menôs Project 
§ Youth Project 
§ Re Introduction of Intergenera-

tional Seniorôs Group 
§ Conversational Groupðto 

start in 2010 
 
 
§  

 
 

�7�K�H���\�R�X�W�K���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���¶headspace�·���L�V���R�S�H�Q���L�Q���$�O�L�F�H���6�S�U�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���L�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���D���Z�K�R�O�H���K�H�D�S���R�I��FREE & 
CONFIDENTIAL  services for young people aged 12 �² �������\�H�D�U�V�����7�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���G�R�F�W�R�U�V�·���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V����
counsellors/psychologists, mental health clinicians, and ASYASS with t heir emergency relief option. The 
�I�R�F�X�V���R�Q���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���P�D�Q�\���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���L�Q���D���¶�R�Q�H-stop -�V�K�R�S�·���P�R�G�H�O���F�R�P�H�V���I�U�R�P���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�V�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���P�D�Q�\���R�I��
our struggles do not exist in isolation from each other and that being able to have a range of our needs 
addressed in t �K�H���R�Q�H�����´�F�R�R�O�µ���S�O�D�F�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���P�R�U�H���E�H�Q�H�I�L�F�L�D�O���I�R�U���\�R�X�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H�����6�H�H���E�H�O�R�Z���I�R�U���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���W�L�P�H�V��
or visit our website:  

www.headspace.org.au/centralaustralia  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please visit our website for further information on our youth -specific Education & Training programs 
and our Youth Advisory Group & Community Awareness initiatives.  

 
To make a referral or for any enquiries please call 8 958 4544 or e -mail info.headspace@caac.org.au. 

 

headspace Central Australia  

OPENING TIMES: Mon �± Fri 8.30 am �± 5.30pm  

Sat �± 8.30am �± 12.30pm 

5/5 Hartley St, Alice Springs 

Ph: 8958 4544 - Fax: 8958 4545 

www.headspace.org.au/centralaustralia 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Weekday Morning Afternoon 
Monday Youth counsellor Youth counsellor 

DOCTOR 
Tuesday Youth counsellor Youth counsellor 

ASYASS Emergency Relief 
DOCTOR 
Psychologist 

Wednesday Youth counsellor Youth counsellor 
 ASYASS Emergency Relief 
DOCTOR 
Psychologist 

Thursday Youth counsellor Youth counsellor 
 Psychologist 

Friday Youth counsellor 
 

Youth counsellor 
DOCTOR 

Saturday Counsellor   

Annual Community 

Events  

 
§ Harmony Day (March) 
§ Bangtail Muster (May) 
§ Alice Desert Festival (September) 
§ Yearly MCSCA Fundraising (TBA) 


